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6-9 months before 
Wedding 

Planning... Planning...Planning... Estimated Cost 

Interview or survey the 
bride 

Does she want a big bridal shower/bachelorette party? Local party or weekend getaway? 
What dates is she available / unavailable? Wild and crazy party or tame and classic? 
 

$0 

Introduce bridal party 
members to one another 
or have a first meeting 

Meeting face to face is best but through Skype or Facetime it could also work well. Discuss 
different themes and ideas for the bridal shower and bachelorette party. I’ve used 
www.Jibjab.com as a funny way to break the ice when sending an introductory email to the 
entire bridal party.  
 

$0 

Delegate jobs and create 
lists.  

Make sure everyone pitches in both time and money and that all decisions are made together. 
Make sure you listen to all ideas so everyone feels represented. Make sure to check in at least 
twice a month to see how everyone is progressing. 
 

$0 

Decide on a budget  

Decide on how much everyone can afford and try to stick within the budget. Maid of 
Honors typically spend more than the other bridesmaids and this will happen even if you 
don’t plan for it to.  Maid of honors should not purchase items and expect bridesmaids to 
chip in if they didn’t approve of it beforehand. Factor in travel expenses for weekend 
getaways. 

Avg. $15-
$100/person for 

bridal shower. $30-
$500/person for 

bachelorette. 

Begin Bridesmaid Dress 
shopping 

Especially if you are expected to pay for your own dress, you should try to be present during 
dress shopping so that you have a small say in the dress you will be purchasing. Keep in 
mind though that the bride still has final say and bridesmaid dresses should not be a source 
for drama. 

$50-$300. Avg is $50-
$200 w/out 

alterations/accessories 
for bridesmaid dresses 

http://www.jibjab.com/
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6-9 months before 
Wedding 

Planning... Planning...Planning... Estimated Cost 

Set a date for bridal 
shower about 5-6 months 
before the wedding.  

Bridal or co-ed Couples’ Showers are typically a daytime event over brunch, lunch or tea but 
can be whatever you envision. Check with the bride on what events she has lined up before 
her wedding. She may have a “Thank you dinner” or “Favor party” to do the same month as 
her wedding. Help her space out all of her pre-wedding events so guests/bridal party do not 
feel annoyed at having to attend so many events and it’s not so stressful.  
 

Ranges anywhere 
from $15-$100/ 
person for bridal 

shower. 

Save the dates and 
Invitations 

Send out paper or electronic save-the-dates for the bridal shower about 8-12 weeks before 
the shower, especially if people have to make travel arrangements to get there.  Real 
invitations should go out about 4-6 weeks before the shower. It’s considered rude to invite 
people to the bridal shower if they aren’t going to be invited to the wedding. Remember to 
send reminder emails about a week before the event. 
 

$o (evites)- $200 
depending on 

invitation quality and 
amount 

Make reservations, put 
down deposits and sign 
contracts (if using an 
outside venue, caterers or 
entertainment.) 

If you hire any vendors, make sure you read and sign contracts, check out their deposit and 
cancellation policy and start making plans on how you will collect money. NEVER wait until 
the day of the party to collect or you will be the one to pick up the slack on anything unpaid. 
Make reservations early, especially if events are in the summer! Find out if it’s cheaper to do 
an event on Sundays, weekdays or during different times of the day to save $$ 
 

Varies 

Other 
Check out www.bffbridesmaid.com for sample Bridal Shower ideas and amazing party 
packages. 

FREE 

http://www.bffbridesmaid.com/
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1 month before the 
bridal or couple’s 
shower 

Bridal Shower Preparations and Initial dress fittings Estimated Cost 

Collect money 
Do this well in advance! Set up a Paypal account to make it easy to collect payments. Use 
www.divvyitup.com or similar websites that track payments. 
 

Varies 

Confirm final reservations 
and arrangements for bridal 
shower.  

Check with bridal party regularly to make sure they are completing their tasks on time. Have 
everything collected and ready to go at least one week in advance, including decorations and 
party favors. If you are doing DIY party favors, have a Favor party to complete your favors 
at once with the bridal party in a fun and casual atmosphere.   
 

Varies 

 
Alterations for dresses 

Around this time, you should already have your bridesmaid dresses picked out and go in for 
your initial fittings to begin the alteration process. It takes some time so don’t wait until the 
last minute! Sometimes the alterations can cost more than the dress so plan accordingly. 
 

Averages around 
$20-$100 

Set a date and send out 
save the dates for 
Bachelorette party 

Have the bachelorette party 4-6 weeks before the wedding if you can. I never 
recommend doing the Bachelorette party too close to the wedding date. Say you have a crazy 
wild night and someone gets injured? Or the bride gets sunburned or has a bad facial or 
tanning session? Furthermore, the month of the wedding is usually too crazy and busy for 
the bride. Go to www.BFFbridesmaid.com for great Bachelorette party packages for ideas! 
 

$0 (Evites)-$100 
cardstock invites 

http://www.divvyitup.com/
http://www.bffbridesmaid.com/
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1 month before the 
bridal or couple’s 
shower 

Bridal Shower Preparations and Initial dress fittings Estimated Cost 

Other For a Complete list of Bridal Shower To Do’s email: Info@BFFbridesmaid.com. Free 

 

1-2 months before 
Bachelorette Party 

Bachelorette Party preparations and final fittings Estimated Cost 

Confirm your plans 

Have another meeting with bridal party to finalize theme, venue, activities and delegate tasks.  
Make reservations and put down deposits. Check cancellation/change policy. Make and stick 
to budgets. Plan how and when you will collect money. Set deadlines for payments and don’t 
be afraid to cancel reservations if people don’t pay you in time. Better to take them off your list 
than to end up paying for their no-show.  
 

Depends on 
deposits. Usually a 
percentage of your 

party.  

Create checklists and 
deadlines  

For a complete checklist of Bachelorette Party To Do’s: email Info@BFFbridesmaid.com Free 

Send Invitations 

Invitations should go out about 6-8 weeks before the Bachelorette party. Send them earlier to 
people coming from out of town so they can make travel plans early. Remind guests of any 
theme or attire requirements. They are not usually required to bring gifts but you may ask them 
to chip in for the cost of the event or for the bride’s share of the activity.  

$0 (Evite)-$100 for 
paper invites 
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1-2 months before 
Bachelorette Party 

Bachelorette Party preparations and final fittings Estimated Cost 

Games, Activities, Party 
Favors 

Decide on the schedule of games and activities for the night. Purchase or make any party 
favors. Will there be toasts? Who will be the host / designated driver? 

Varies depending 
on prizes, favors 

and game essentials. 

Final dress fittings 
Believe it or not, your dress should be ready to go 1-2 months before the wedding to avoid any 
last minute disasters. Don’t forget to break in your shoes at least a few weeks in advance. 
 

Varies 

Other 
For a list of sample bachelorette party games and fun activities email: 
Info@BFFbridesmaid.com. 
 

FREE 

 

1 week to Wedding Final Preparations Estimated Cost 

Communicate 
information 

Bridesmaids, especially the Maid of Honor should know all the details of time schedules, dates, 
locations to meet for Rehearsal Dinner and Wedding because people will be asking you for 
direction. Ask for timeline from the wedding planner and coordinate all the pre-wedding 
timelines accordingly (make-up and hair schedule, etc.). Make sure accessories and hair and 
makeup styles have been discussed and arranged by the bride.  

FREE 

Emergency Kits 
Email Info@BFFbridesmaid.com for a list of essential items to pack for the wedding day.  
 

FREE 

 

mailto:Info@BFFbridesmaid.com
mailto:Info@BFFbridesmaid.com

